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Shosei-en Garden is a separate enclave to Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple (officially
known as Shinsht Honby®). Please visit the temple after enjoying the garden.
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largest wooden structures.
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Higashi Honganiji Visiting Hours
5:50~17:30[38~10A]
5:50 am - 5:30 pm [Mar - Oct])

6:20~16:30(118~2H]
6:20 am - 4:30 pm [Nov - Feb)
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Higashi Honganiji Website
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Welcome to the Shosei-en Garden About the Shosei-en Garden
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Shosei-en is the garden of the Higashi Honganiji Buddhist Temple and a separate
enclave to its main precincts. The history of the Shosei-en Garden dates back to
1641, when Sennyo (1604-1658), the 13th head priest of the Higashi Honganiji,
built a garden on a parcel of land donated by the third shogun Tokugawa lemitsu
(1604-1651) as part of his residence after retirement. Since then, it has served as a
retreat for successive generations of head priests of the temple and as a
guesthouse for their honored guests. In 1827, Rai San'yd (1780-1832), a renowned
poet, visited the garden and introduced its major architectural features and scenic
spots as the “Thirteen Views” and praised their beauty and elegance in his essay
“Shosei-en ki” (An Account of the Shosei-en Garden). In 1936, the garden was
designated as a National Place of Scenic Beauty as a Buddhist temple garden filled
with the aesthetic taste of the literati.
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VISITOR GUIDELINES
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Only the outdoor spaces of the garden are open to the public. The inside of the halls and teahouses
is generally closed.
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Use of tripods or selfie sticks, or staying in the same spot for an extended period of time is not

allowed, as it may obstruct or disturb other visitors. Use of drones for photography or videography
is also prohibited.
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! P Photography or videography in the garden is permitted for personal use only. All commercial uses
including wedding photography or videography require prior permission from the Higashi Honganiji
administration office.
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Shosei-en Website
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Entrance (West Gate) The West Gate is the only entrance and exit of the garden. Please visit the reception first to pay the entry fee.




High Stone Wall (Taka-ishigaki)
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As you enter from the West Gate,
the first thing you see is the High
Stone Wall (Taka-ishigaki). It is
made up of a variety of building
materials including long slabs of
stone as might be used for a
stone bridge, cornerstones,
millstones, rough unhewn mountain
stone, and roof tiles.
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Entrance Porch
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In 1880, when Emperor Meiji (1852-1912) visited Kyoto and took a rest at the Shosei-en Garden, he promised to give
the Higashi Honganii the entrance porch of the Omiya Palace as a present, along with the Royal Pavilion there, which
still stands on the main precincts of the temple. The entrance porch was later relocated to the present site. In front of
the entrance porch, the horse hitching posts, which are believed to have been built in the early Meiji period, have
been preserved in their original state.
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Plum Grove (Sobai-en)
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This is a grove of about twenty red and white plum trees. Every year from February
to March, the air is sweet with the fragrance of their blossoms. The word “en” of its
name means eaves and derives from the fact that before the park buildings were
destroyed by the Hamaguri Gate Rebellion in 1864, the building of Roft-tei (p.7)
was larger than it is today, with its eaves extending to this grove.
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about 5,620 m? or 60,491 ft2,
with a pond at its center and walking paths around it.

The centerpiece of the Shosei-en Garden is this large pond. The name Ingetsu-chi,
the beautiful reflection of the moon on its waters as it rises in the eastern sky. The surface of the pond, which is
covers one sixth of the entire garden. The Shosei-en Garden is designed as a garden
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Memorial Pagoda
for Minamoto no Toru
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This nine-storied stone pagoda is believed to be a memorial for
Minamoto no Toru, who is regarded as one of the models for Hikaru
Geniji, the hero of The Tale of Geniji. Legend has it that the land of
the Shosei-en Garden was originally the site of the Kawara-no-in,
the residence of Minamoto no Toru, and that this pagoda had
existed on this spot even before the garden was constructed

Note: Some historical research has found that this legend
does not have adequate foundation.
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“Moon Image Pond,” derives from
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Located on the southwest bank of the Moon
Image Pond, the Sochin-kyo Teahouse is
designed to convey the sense of embarking on
the waters. It consists of a four-and-a-half-tatami-mat
room, a three-tatami-mat room, and an earthen
floor. To the east of the three-tatami-mat room,
there is a veranda with handrails on two sides.
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The Rofu-tei has the most expansive hall in the Shosei-en Garden. Although the deep eaves extending outward
present an edifice of considerable scale, the building manages to convey a gentle feeling. The layout of the interior
was designed differently from that of the usual Shoin-style architecture so that it can be transformed into a Noh stage
when the tatami mats are removed. To the northwest side of the hall, there is an eight-tatami-mat room called Karaku,
which is equipped with a wooden-floored alcove and a shelf that can be used as a desk. In July 1880, Emperor Meiji

used this room to rest.
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(&)L %) Calligraphy by Ishikawa Jozan

On the interior wall of the Rofu-tei there are framed pieces
of calligraphy on display. One is the calligraphy of

“Shosei-en,” written by Tokugawa Yoshinobu (1837-19183),

who was a regular visitor to the Shosei-en Garden, and
another is that of “Rofa-tei” by Ishikawa Jozan (15683-1672),
who is believed to be the designer of the garden.
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Ro-an is a two-storied teahouse for serving sencha (infused
green tea). Its lower floor is a seven-tatami-mat room with a
wooden-floored alcove on the west side and verandas on two
sides. On its upper floor, it has a four-and-a-half-tatami-mat
room adjoining a room with three tatami mats that are three
fourths of the size of a regular mat. The windows on the
upper floor offer a panoramic view of the Shosei-en Garden.

LA®DE:S

No. = == —

o RER +=n
Shinsetsu-kyo Bridge

A oAEILED LHEES (PO) DH
PIAKRBANEIARENRE (20 &
L) T¥. BB E. [PHRER] oh
TEDOHE-EBNH) S FZEREIC
FEATRBELTVLET,

This is an arched wooden bridge connecting
the northwest shore of the Moon Image
Pond and the North Island, where the
Shukuen-tei Teahouse (p. 9) is located. In
his essay “Shosei-en ki,” the poet Rai San
‘yo used the metaphor "the Pearl Dragon”
to describe the beauty of the bridge when
it is covered with snow.
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This is a teahouse built on the North Island. The entre

which leads to a tearoom for serving matcha (powdered green
tea). This room adjoins a four-tatami-mat room, the south side of
which is diagonally connected to a wooden floored space that is
also connected to an elevated three-tatami-mat room. By raising
the floor, this elevated space can serve as a stage.

AAN & DB D

No.
(+=g
L @*ﬁ RB Kaitc‘)—r?Bridge
LARSEFHARE ZRARBETY. REOKA(1858%F) (CH(F5

BERLIFIE. KRB OMTF 2B ORBELEBALNTLETH,
REGKEDRBIRZLBEA>TVET,

This is a wooden bridge connecting the North Island and Tanpu-kei. Before
it was burned down in the Great Ansei Fire in 1858, it is said to have been
an arched bridge with balustrades painted in vermilion. The present bridge
has a roof thatched with Japanese cypress bark.
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located on the west side of the house, is an earthen floor space,
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Located in front of the Onrin-do Hall, the Boka-kaku Pavilion was
built as a symbolic temple gate to the hall. Its two-storied roofed
gate design is unusual for a'structure built in a park. On both
sides, there are stairways which serve as the entrances to a
four-and-a-half-tatami-mat room on the upper floor. The pavilion
is flanked by rows of cherry blossom trees, which are in full bloom
in spring. They are a fitting tribute to its name Boka-kaku (Pavilion
Alongside the Flowers).
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This is a Buddhist hall where the statue of Amida Buddha,
the primary object of veneration, is enshrined. The term

“Onrin” (“garden grove”) originally referred to a large-scale

garden of a royal palace in ancient China, but in Buddhist
literature, it is used as an allusion to the Pure Land. The
interior of this hall is adorned with a set of printings on sliding
doors by woodblock artist Munakata Shiko (1903-1975).
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L

TET LVWIHA

. ERE
L (+=%)

Tekisui-ken
Reception Hall
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The Rinchi-tei is so named because this building (tei) was built
facing (rin) the pond (chi). The shoin-style hall has two
eight-tatami-mat rooms and verandas on its two sides.
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the nearby small waterfall (tekisui) cascading into
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sloping roof with deep eaves and verandas
extending over the pond.
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The highlight of the garden in spring is, above all, its cherry
blossoms. There are nearly fifty cherry trees of several
varieties, including Somei-Yoshino, planted in the garden.
Because of the variation in the time when they reach full
bloom, you can enjoy them for a relatively long period of time
in this garden.
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Azalea (April to May) Rabbit-ear iris (May)
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In summer, the entire garden is covered wth lush green. To

beat the summer heat, visit the garden to enjoy a wide variety
of flowers such as hydrangeas and lotus flowers.
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Plants in Summer
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Gardenia (May to June) Crape myrtle
(July to September)
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Garden is Its variety of
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In autumn, the leaves of deciduous trees begin to turn a
beautiful color in various parts of the garden especially in the
Tanpi-kei area.

The highlights of the garden in this season include not only
the colors of maple and ginkgo trees but also the wax trees,
whose foliage and stems turn bright red, and Japanese
beautyberry, whose small purple berries are so lovely to see.
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Japanese beautyberry
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In winter, a serene atmosphere pervades the Shosei-en
Garden as the leaves fall from the trees. Even in such a bleak
landscape, there are flowers blooming resiliently, which add a

touch of charm to the garden. The plum trees are already
starting to blossom to herald the arrival of spring.
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Plants in Winter
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